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FOLDING THE FLAG
1. Two persons, facing each other, hold the

flag waist high and horizontally be-
tween them.

2. The lower striped section is folded,
lengthwise, over the blue field. Hold
bottom to top and edges together
securely.

3. Fold the flag again, lengthwise, folded
edge to open edge.

4. A triangular fold is started along the
length of the flag, from the end to the
heading by bringing the striped corner
of the folded edge to meet the open
edge.

5. The outer point is turned inward parallel
with the open edge, forming a second
triangle.

6. Repeat the triangular folding until the
entire length of the flag is folded.

7. When the flag is completely folded, only
the triangular blue field should be
visible.

CARE OF YOUR FLAG
The life of your flag depends on your care.
Dirt can cut fabrics, dull colors and cause
wear. Most outdoor flags can be washed in
mild detergent and thoroughly rinsed.
Indoor and parade flags should be dry-
cleaned. Many dry cleaners offer free
cleaning of U.S. flags during the months of
June and July. Damaged flags can be
repaired and utilized as long as the overall
dimensions are not noticeably altered.
American Legion posts and local govern-
ments often have facilities to dispose of
unserviceable flags. Store your flags in a
well-ventilated area away from any harsh
chemicals or cleaning compounds. If your
flag gets wet, never store it until it is
completely dry. Wet folds cause permanent
creases. Dampness ruins fabric and causes
mildew. Pole care is also related to flag
care. Rust and scale cause permanent
stains, and some metallic oxides actually
eat holes in fabric.

SIZES OF FLAGS
The size of the flag is determined by the
exposed height of the flagpole from which
it is flying. The only consideration is for
the flag to be in proper proportion to its
pole. Flags that fly from angled poles on
homes and those that are displayed on
standing poles in offices and other indoor
displays are usually either 3' x 5' or 4' x 6'.
Color guards usually carry flags measuring
4' x 6'. Other recommended sizes are
shown in the following table:

Flagpole Height (ft.) Flag Size (ft.)
20 4 x 6
25 5 x 8
40 6 x 10
50 8 x 12
60 10 x 15
70 12 x 18
90 15 x 25
125 20 x 30
200 30 x 40
250 40 x 50

HOW TO OBTAIN A FLAG FLOWN OVER
THE CAPITOL
Constituents may arrange to purchase
flags that have been flown over the Capitol
by contacting their Senators or Representa-
tive. A certificate signed by the Architect of
the Capitol accompanies each flag. Flags
are available for purchase in sizes of 3' x 5'
or 5' x 8' in fabrics of cotton and nylon.

HOW TO OBTAIN A BURIAL FLAG FOR
A VETERAN
Any honorably discharged veteran is entitled
to a burial flag. The funeral director, as part
of the services, will make the necessary
arrangements for the family on behalf of
the veteran. The flag may be used to cover
the casket, and it is presented to the
family as a keepsake. The local office of
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs can
also provide information on the procedure
for obtaining a flag for a deceased veteran.

SCHOOL PROJECTS
The study of the history and symbolism of
flags is known as VEXILLOLOGY, from the
Latin word, VEXILLUM, which means “a
square flag or banner.”

Numerous books have been written about
the flag. Local and school libraries should
have a catalog reference for these books.
Also, military and veterans organizations,
as well as the Daughters of the American
Revolution and the American Legion, pro-
vide useful information on the flag and
flag code.

You also can find the complete flag code,
including laws and proclamations, in the
depository library in your Congressional
district. Your local librarian can assist you
in obtaining information from your nearest
depository library.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG

“I PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH IT
STANDS, ONE NATION UNDER GOD,
INDIVISIBLE, WITH LIBERTY AND
JUSTICE FOR ALL.”

The Pledge of Allegiance received official
recognition by Congress in an Act ap-
proved on June 22, 1942. However, the
pledge was first published in 1892 in the
Youth’s Companion magazine in Boston,
Massachusetts, to celebrate the 400th
anniversary of the discovery of America,
and was first used in public schools to
celebrate Columbus Day on October 12,
1892. In its original version, the pledge
read “my flag” instead of “the flag of the
United States.” the change in the wording
was adopted by the National Flag Confer-
ence in 1923. The rationale for the change
was that it prevented ambiguity among
foreign-born children and adults who

Each year on June 14, we celebrate the birthday of the
Stars and Stripes, which came into being on June 14,

1777. At that time, the Second Continental Congress
authorized a new flag to symbolize the new Nation, the
United States of America.

The Stars and Stripes first flew in a Flag Day celebration
in Hartford, Connecticut in 1861, during the first summer
of the Civil War. The first national observance of Flag Day
occurred June 14, 1877, the centennial of the original
flag resolution.

By the mid 1890’s the observance of Flag Day on June 14
was a popular event. Mayors and governors began to
issue proclamations in their jurisdictions to celebrate
this event.

might have the flag of their native land in
mind when reciting the pledge.

The phrase “under God” was added to the
pledge by a Congressional act approved on
June 14, 1954. At that time, President
Dwight D. Eisenhower said:

“in this way we are reaffirming the
transcendence of religious faith in
America’s heritage and future; in this
way we shall constantly strengthen
those spiritual weapons which forever
will be our country’s most powerful
resource in peace and war.”

Policies concerning military courtesy are
found in Army Regulation 600-25, “Salutes,
Honors, and Visits of Courtesy.”  Proper
methods for rendering the military salute
are found in Field Manual 22-5, “Drill and
Ceremonies.”  For more information on
flag etiquette,  visit the Independence
Hall Association’s Web page, http://
www.ushistory.org/betsy/flagetiq.html.
You may also check with your installation
officials for the local courtesies honoring
our flag observed at your post’s morning
“Reveille” and evening “Retreat” ceremonies.

In the years to follow, public sentiment for a national Flag
Day observance greatly intensified. Numerous patriotic
societies and veterans groups became identified with the
Flag Day movement. Since one of their main objectives
was to stimulate patriotism among the young, schools
were among the first to become involved in flag activities.

In 1916 President Woodrow Wilson issued a proclamation
calling for a nationwide observance of Flag Day on June
14. It was not until 1949 that Congress made this day a
permanent observance by resolving “That the 14th day of
June of each year is hereby designated as Flag Day . The
measure was signed into law by President Harry Truman.

Although Flag Day is not celebrated as a Federal holiday,
Americans everywhere continue to honor the history and
heritage it represents.
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